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for the application made of this guidance document.
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A
Submission 
form guidance

The EIC STEP Scale Up call is currently using 
existing standard Horizon Europe forms for the 
application process. Given these forms 
terminology does not always align with an equity 
based terminology,  this guidance document 
aims to clarify and facilitate the application 
process.

This guidance refers to the Part A form on the EU 
Funding & Tenders Portal.  In general please 
disregard any references in the form to grants as 
they are not relevant for the STEP equity only 
call. 

In addition, references to researchers and 
publications may be disregarded if they are not 
applicable to your proposal. 

Questions on ethics and security are standard for 
Horizon Europe and must be answered. 
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1

General
information [ 1/2 ]

Fill this information carefully. Pay attention to the fixed keywords as they will be 
used to match your proposal with experts. The field “duration in months” should 
be filled to avoid the system blocking your submission, however, the duration will 
not be specifically assessed in the STEP call, so the time can be indicative.



EIC Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP) Scale Up Call 
Submission guidance V.0.1, 26.11.2025 | P7

1

General
information [ 2/2 ]

All the declarations must be filled in order to be able to submit a proposal.
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2
Participants

Please note that Gender Equality Plan detailed as such in this question is not 
mandatory.

Please note that the company will be assessed under the Implementation 
criterion:….

Does the team have the capability and motivation to implement the 
innovation proposal and bring it to the market? Is there a plan to 
acquire any critical competencies which are currently missing, including 
adequate representation of women and men?
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3
Budget

In Section 3- budget table, there is a reference to grant amount requested. 

Please insert the requested investment amount” instead of the “grant 
amount requested”. 

Further information about the budget should be completed on the 
financial plan and consent annex (.xlm) attached to the application. 

You will be asked to be more specific about other equity elements.
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4
Ethics & security

Please fill in the Ethis and security questionnaire and self assessment.
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5
Other questions

In Section 5- Other questions, select “Equity Only”.

Do not select "grant only" or "blended finance“

For the Consent questions, disregard the second question on the Seal of 
Excellence consent as it does not apply.

One additional consent is requested to be filled in in the “Financial plan 
and consent" annex (.xlm) attached to the application. 
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Additional information

For any question regarding submission and 
evaluation of your proposal, you can contact 
the IT helpdesk via the Funding and Tenders 
Portal.

For enquiries related to the validation process 
of participants having a Participant 
Identification Code (PIC), please write via the 
Participant Register.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/helpdesks/contact-form
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/participant-register


Contact

eic.ec.europa.eu
@EUeic #EUeic
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https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en
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