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The EIC STEP Scale Up call is currently using
existing standard Horizon Europe forms for the
application process. Given these forms
terminology does not always align with an equity
based terminology, this guidance document
aims to clarify and facilitate the application
process.

This guidance refers to the Part A form on the EU
Funding & Tenders Portal. In general please
disregard any references in the form to grants as
they are not relevant for the STEP equity only
call.

In addition, references to researchers and
publications may be disregarded if they are not
applicable to your proposal.

Questions on ethics and security are standard for
Horizon Europe and must be answered.
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Fill this information carefully. Pay attention to the fixed keywords as they will be
used to match your proposal with experts. The field “duration in months” should
be filled to avoid the system blocking your submission, however, the duration will
not be specifically assessed in the STEP call, so the time can be indicative.

1 - General information

Topic Type of Action

Call Type of Mode! Grant Agreement

Proposal title

Mote that for technical regsons, the following characters are not accepted In the Proposal Title and will be removed: < = * &

Duration in
maonths

Fixed keyword 1 Add

Free keywords
Abstract *

Remaining characters 2000

Has this proposal (or a very similar one) been submitted in the past 2 years in response to a call for

proposals under any EU programme, including the current call? () Yes () No

Please give the proposal reference or contract number.
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o All the declarations must be filled in order to be able to submit a proposal.

Declarations

1) We declare to have the explicit consent of all applicants on their participation and on the content of this proposal. * ]
2) We confirm that the information contained in this proposal is correct and complete and that none of the project [
activities have started before the proposal was submitted (unless explicitly authorised in the call conditions). *
3) We declare:

- to be fully compliant with the eligibility criteria set out in the call n

- not to be subject to any exclusion grounds under the EU Financial Regulation 201 81046
- to have the financial and operational capacity to carry out the proposed project.

4) We acknowledge that all communication will be made through the Funding & Tenders Portal

electronic exchange system and that access and use of this system is subject to the Funding & Tenders Portal Terms ]
5) We have read, understood and accepted the Funding & Tenders Portal Terms & Conditions and

Privacy Statement that set out the conditions of use of the Portal and the scope, purposes, retention periods, etc. for

the processing of personal data of all data subjects whose data we communicate for the purpose of the application, ]
evaluation, award and subsequent management of our grant, prizes and contracts (including financial transactions and

audits). *

&) We declare that the proposal complies with ethical principles (including the highest standards of research integrity

as set out in the ALLEA Furopean Code of Conduct fior Research Inteqgrity, as well as applicable international and

national law, incleding the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the Evropean Union and the European Convention on

Human Rights and its Supplementary Protocols. Appropriate procedures, policies and structures are in place to fioster D
responsible reseanch practices, to prevent questionable research practices and research misconduct, and to handle

allegations of breaches of the principles and standards in the Code of Conduct.

7) We declare that the proposal has an exclusive focus on civil applications (activities intended to be used in military

application or aiming to serve military purposes cannot be funded). If the project involves dual-use items in the sense n
of Regulation 2021831, or other items for which authorisation is required, we confirm that we will comply with the

applicable regulatory framework (e.g. obtain export/import licences before these items are used). *

&) We confirm that the activities proposed do not
- aim at human cloning for reproductive purposes;
- intend to modify the genetic heritage of human beings which could make such changes heritable
[with the exception of research relating to cancer treatment of the gonads, which may be financed), or n
- intend to create human embryos solely for the purpose of research or for the purpose of stem
cell procurement, including by means of somatic cell nuclear transfer.
- lead to the destruction of human embryos (for example, for obtaining stem cells)
These activities are excluded from funding. *

9) We confirm that for activities carried out outside the Union, the same activities would have been allowed in at least
one EU Member State. * D

The codrdinator s cnly responsible for the information relating to thelr own organisation Each applicant remains responsible for the information declared for
their organisation. if the propasal ks retained for EU funding, they will all be required to sign a declaration of honour.

False statements or incorrect information may lead to administrative sanctions under the EU Financial Regulation.
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Please note that Gender Equality Plan detailed as such in this question is not
mandatory.

Please note that the company will be assessed under the Implementation
criterion:....

Does the team have the capability and motivation to implement the
innovation proposal and bring it to the market? Is there a plan to
acquire any critical competencies which are currently missing, including
adequate representation of women and men?

Gender Equality Plan

Does the organization have a Gender Equality Plan (GEP) covering the elements listed below? (CYes (wNo

Minimum process-related requirements (building blocks) for a GEP
- Publication: formal document published on the institution’s website and signed by the top management
- Dedicated resources: commitment of human resources and gender expertise to implement it.
- Data collection and monitoring: sex/gender disaggregated data on personnel (and students for establishments
concemed) and annual reporting based on indicators.
- Training: Awareness raising/trainings on gender equality and unconscious gender biases for staff and
decision-makers.
- Content-wise, recommended areas to be covered and addressed via concrete measures and targets are:
o work-life balance and organisational culture:
o0 gender balance in leadership and decision-making:
o gender equality in recruitment and career progression:
o integration of the gender dimension into research and teaching content:
0 measures against gender-based violence including sexual harassment.
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0 In Section 3- budget table, there is a reference to grant amount requested.

Please insert the requested investment amount” instead of the “grant
amount requested”.

3 — Budget for the proposal

Name of the Beneficiary Country Role Requestedamtiinvestmem

o Further information about the budget should be completed on the
financial plan and consent annex (.xIm) attached to the application.

You will be asked to be more specific about other equity elements.

Table 5 - Current financing round to which EIC Fund would contribute

Information item Value, k€ Comment

Total financing needed

Equity amount requested to the EIC

Equity amount from pre-committed investors (from pre-commitment letter)

Other financing - specify amount and origin

Targeted round size

Suggested post-money valuation
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o Please fill in the Ethis and security questionnaire and self assessment.

4 - Ethics & security

Ethics Issues Table

em Cells and Human Emb

Dioes this activity involve Human Embryonic Stem Cells (hESCs)? (CYes (* Mo

Does this activity involve the use of human embryos? " Yes (& No

2. Humans

Dioes this activity involve human participants? iYes (¢ No

Does this activity involve interventions (physical also including imaging technology,
behavioural treatments, etc) on the study participants?

Dioes this activity involve conducting a clinical study as defined by the Clinical Trial Regulation
(EU 536201417 (using pharmaceuticals, biologicals, radiopharmaceuticals, or advanced
therapy medicinal products)

(CYes (¢ No

T Yes («No

3. Human C f Tissues [not co xd by section 1)

Dioes this activity involve the use of human cells or tissues? C¥es (e No

4. Personal Data

Dioes this activity involve processing of personal data? CYes (*No
Does this activity involve further processing of previously collected personal data (including CYes @ No
use of preexisting data sets or sources, merging existing data sets)?
Is it planned to export personal data from the EU to non-EU countries? " Yes (& No
Is it planned to import personal data from non-EU countries into the EU or from a non-EU
country to another non-EU country? CYes @No
Diogs this activity involve the processing of personal data related to criminal convictions or

y P gotpe (" Yes (# Mo

offences?

Does this activity involve animals? Yes (& No

6. Mon-EU Countries

Will some of the activities be carried out in non-EU countries? (CYes (« No

In case non-EU countries are involved, do the activities undertaken in these countries raise
patential ethics issues?

It is planned to use local resources (e.q. animal and/or human tissue samples, genetic material,
live animals, human remains, materials of historical value, endangered fauna or flora samiples,
etc)?

Is it planned to import any material (other than data) from non-EU countries into the EU or
from a non-EU country to another non-EU country? For data imports, see section 4.

 Yes (* No

T Yes (Mo

(' Yes (¥ No

Is it planned to export any material (other than data) from the EU to non-EU countries? For
data exports, see section 4.

Dioes this activity involve low and/or lower middle income countries, (if yes, detail the benefit-
sharing actions planned in the self-assessment)

" Yes (% No

(CYes (¢« No

Could the situation in the country put the individuals taking part in the activity at risk? CYes (# Mo

1. Environment, Health and Safety

EIC Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP) Scale Up Call
Submission guidance V.0.1, 26.11.2025 | P10



European
Other questions Innovation

Council

In Section 5- Other questions, select “Equity Only”.

A Do not select "grant only" or "blended finance”

5 - Other questions

Please select a Funding Type Equity only

Amount of investment 8 568 160

What is the gender of the CEO? (" Woman (¢ Man (" NonBinary (" We don't have this position
What is the gender of the CSO? (" Woman (" Man (" NonBinary (s We don't have this position

What is the gender of the CTO? (" Woman (¢ Man (" NonBinary (" We don't have this position

0 For the Consent questions, disregard the second question on the Seal of
Excellence consent as it does not apply.

Your relations with the Granting Authority and the jury or the evaluation of your proposal will not be affected if you do not consent to
the sharing of information, including personal data, as indicated below. You have the right to withdraw consent at any moment by
contacting the Data Controller at EISMEA-ENQUIRIES@ec.europa.eu. The withdrawal of your consent will not affect the lawfulness of
the personal data processing operations that took place before the withdrawal.

Consent 1: In case my proposal will be selected for support through an investment component, | give my consent for the
Commission, EISMEA and the EIC Fund to share necessary information, including personal data (first and last name, phone
number, and email address ) with the other actors involved in the management of the action: the Alternative Investment

B Manager of the EIC Fund and the European Investment Bank. | understand that the EIC Fund and/or the Business
Acceleration Services may also help look for additional investors and that my consent will be asked before other investors
are contacted or engaged.

rt-2: L agree to share a limited setof my personal data (first and last name, phone number and email addres

the EIC National Confatt acognise

4 Excellence projects, in addition to informia sal (its-a

o requested grant and/or |nvestme he-siTa T, dingpersonal data WI|| happen only for the purpose
of Seal of Exce w ATtevalua
wilkrotbe dlrectly funded by the EIC.

o One additional consent is requested to be filled in in the “Financial plan
and consent" annex (.xIm) attached to the application.

|CONSENT

| give my consent for the Commission and EISMEA to share necessary information about my company, including personal data (first
and last name, phone number, and email address) as well as the application documents with the relevant InvestEU implementing
partners to express my interest in complementary Venture Debt support.
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For any question regarding submission and
evaluation of your proposal, you can contact
the IT helpdesk via the Funding and Tenders
Portal.

Additional information

For enquiries related to the validation process
of participants having a Participant
Identification Code (PIC), please write via the

Participant Register.
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